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Synopsis

Charles Barkley has never been shy about expressing his opinions. Michael Jordan once said that
we all want to say the things that Barkley says, but we don& ™t dare. But even die-hard followers of
the all-time NBA great, the star of TNT4 ™s Inside the NBA and CNNa ™s TalkBack Live, will be
astonished by just how candid and provocative he is in this booka "and just how big his ambitions
are. Though he addresses weighty issues with a light touch and prefers to stir people to think by
making them laugh, thered ™s nothing Charles Barkley shies away from here& "not race, not class,
not big money, not scandal, not politics, not personalities, nothing. & ceEarly on,a « says Washington
Post columnist and ESPN talk show host Michael Wilbon in his Introduction, & ceBarkley made his
peace with mixing it up, and decided the consequences were very much worth it to him. And that
makes him as radically different in these modern celebrity times as a 6-foot-4-inch power

forward.a If thered ™s one thing Charles Barkley knows, itd ™s the crying need for honest, open

A"

discussion in this countrya "the more uncomfortable the subject, the more necessary the dialogue.
And if the discussion leader can be as wise, irreverent, (occasionally) profane and (consistently)
funny as Charles Barkley, so much the better. Many people are going to be shocked and
scandalized by | May Be Wrong but | Doubt It, but many more will stand up and cheer. Like Molly
lvins or Bill O&4 ™Reilly, Charles Barkley is utterly his own thinker, and everything he says comes
from deep reflection. One way or another, if more blood hasna ™t reached your brain by the time

youa ™ve finished this book, maybe youa ™ve been embalmed.From the Hardcover edition.
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Customer Reviews

| checked out this book because | enjoy listening to Charles Barkley on TNT and am also a big fan
of Michael Wilbon (who provides the introduction to this book) and his ESPN program Pardon the
Interruption. In fact a few of the issues brought up in the book are used by Wilbon a lot on his
television show like PETA, the lack of African Americans on the popular reality shows, DWB (Driving
While Black), the wonders of the Dish etc.Barkley writes about many issues, but does not get into
too much depth on anything. Even his reflections on his childhood in Leeds, Alabama jumps around.
Insights from being in the NBA so many years are mostly general and only really touch the surface.
Tidbits that piqued my interest, like the fact that NBA players get a new pair of basketball shoes for
every game and that many of the younger players today do not listen to the advice of Barkley and
other statesmen of the game are only mentioned. His experience as member of the legendary
Dream Team would benefit from more depth, though he does mention an eye-opening moment with
Magic Johnson not long after Johnson announced he was HIV positive (pg. 190).Other times, | think
he takes the safe route on issues. He devotes significant space to his belief that Catholic Priests
found guilty of sexually abusing children should be put in jail...OK. He also stops short of
controversy. He will make a statement like: "Bobby Knight pretty much just wanted to keep guys he
could control [on the 1984 Olympic team]. There were a lot of good players who were cut, guys who
were better than ones who made the team” (pg 177). Well, how were the players who made the
team more controllable? Who made the team who was not better than some who were cut? Alas,

these questions are never answered.
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